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 “As someone with no experience, I was pretty nervous coming into the English 
Opens Doors Programme as a volunteer teaching assistant. However, in just one 
week of  training we were all equipped with the exact tools we needed to get going in 
our placements straight away. The training was excellent because we were taught the 
important structures, techniques and skills necessary for being an effective lesson 
planner and teacher and then given the opportunity to put it into practice and 
receive feedback. I’m currently able to perform my job successfully because of  the 
training we received in Santiago” 
                    -Rinu Ogundeji, 2014 VS3 Volunteer

New NVC staff member: Stephanie Hairgrove 
Last month brought a new staff  member to the National Volunteer 
Center team!  Stephanie is originally from South Dakota, United 
States. Before coming to Chile, she was a professional Residence 
Director at the University of  Hawaii at Manoa in Honolulu, Hawaii.  
Stephanie arrived to Chile as a volunteer in March 2013, and served 
for 1.5 years in both the Coquimbo and Magallanes Regions of 
Chile! After her experience as a volunteer, Stephanie wanted to 
continue to work with the program as a team member in the 
National Volunteer Center.  She is extremely excited about the 
opportunity to train and support volunteers by sharing her 
experiences as a former volunteer, and guiding the practices of 
current and future volunteers. With her enthusiasm for 
volunteering and her dedication to the English Opens Doors 
Program, we welcome her to the team!

Have a look at VS3 volunteer, Christie Suggate`s classroom!

Newsletter
Dear Readers,

We appreciate your continued interest and support in the volunteer initiative of  the English Opens Doors Program.  This past 
month has been very exciting for the English Opens Doors Program and the National Volunteer Center!  

Please read through the newsletter and as always, let us know if  you have questions about any of  this information.  
For supplemental information about the program, please check out our website: http://www.centrodevoluntarios.cl/
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APPLICATIONS for 2015 Volunteers 
Coming Soon!

We are currently preparing to open our 
recruitment and application process for 2015 
volunteers. We will be in touch with you once 
we open applications! In the meantime, please 
help us recruit others by talking to friends and 
other interested people about this amazing and 
unique opportunity to be a volunteer in Chile!

The VS3 volunteers arrived to Chile!
On Monday, July 21st began our third Volunteer Service group 
orientation for 2014.  The National Volunteer Center welcomed 45 
volunteers from the United States, Australia, Bulgaria, United 
Kingdom, India, and New Zealand to participate in the volunteer 
initiative; joining the 6 volunteers who have extended from the 
first semester.  The volunteers completed a week of  orientation 
sessions preparing them with TEFL training, preparation for 
classroom management, teaching classes in an all-English 
environment, lesson planning, opportunities to “practice teach” in 
a micro-teaching setting, insights into Chilean culture, and shared 
insights from past volunteers. 

After the week of  volunteer orientation, the 45 volunteers traveled 
to their volunteer placements ranging from the very north in Arica 
to the very south in Punta Arenas, Chile. Our volunteers had a 
week to observe their students and head teachers at work in their 
typical Chilean classroom setting. They also had the opportunity to 
set up their own classrooms thus creating the tone for their “all 
English immersion” space. Our 45 amazing volunteers were ready 
to teach in their classrooms for the first time!  We would like to 
congratulate the VS3 group on completing their first weeks of 
classes in their new schools.  Their students are going to have a 
unique, fun and interactive English immersion experience!  

NVC Info...

A photo of  the NVC team (from left to right): 
Ryan Mosser, Stephanie Hairgrove and Jeremy Gould.

http://www.centrodevoluntarios.cl/


Winter English Camp Completed!

Take a Selfie!
 Throughout the camp experience, students created strong 
friendships with other students interested in English, practiced 
their English with native English speakers, and engaged in various 
camp activities revolving around this winter`s camp theme: “Get 
Connected!”  The theme of  the camp connected students to 
English learning by using practical language students utilize 
through social media and internet-based activities.  One of  the 
camp competitions this year was a “selfie” contest in which 
students needed to take a selfie of  their camp! 

One of  the English Opens Doors Program’s most anticipated 
initiatives is our Summer and Winter English camps open to all 
public high school students in Chile!  This past month, we held 25 
winter camps in all 15 regions for two weeks from July 13-July 
26th.  In total, we had 5000 students apply with 1800 of  those 
students accepted, demonstrating the great momentum our camps 
have been building. The English camps are free for participants 
and they are an excellent opportunity for Chilean students to 
engage in fun camp activities in an all-English environment with 
Chilean and native English speaking camp counselors.  This year 
our camps were supported by the incredible help of  our 103 
Chilean counselors, 48 English-speaking/international counselors, 
and our 31 camp monitors who did an amazing job creating a fun 
and memorable camp experience!  

Thank you for taking the time to read our August newsletter.  While we have had many positive and memorable experiences this past month, there is so much to 
look forward to in these upcoming months as well!  Keep an eye out for our September issue of  the NVC newsletter and check out our website for more 
information about our program and the volunteer intitiative.  Again, information about our application process is coming soon, so please stay tuned!

Warmest Regards,
The National Volunteer Center Team

National Volunteer Center
Centro Nacional de Voluntarios
PROGRAMA INGLÉS ABRE 
PUERTAS
Unidad de Currículum y 
Evaluación
www.centrodevoluntarios.cl
(56/2) 2 406 7193 

Click to read the article about the President`s visit!

NVC Linked
A Special Guest Visits One of our Santiago 

English Camps This Past July!
President Michelle Bachelet came to see one of  our camps 
and had a conversarion in English with a group of  our winter 
campers; answering thier questions and giving her insights on 
the importance of  learning English here in Chile.

A day in the life….
Our August Featured Blog is by VS3 volunteer, Kaitlin 
Hainkins.  Kaitlin wanted to share her blog because she 

remembered that reading EODP volunteer blogs allowed her 
to get a better sense of  what volunteering with our program 

would be like when she applied.  By her sharing her blog, 
Kaitlin hopes you will also get a better sense of  what this 

experience can provide to both the volunteer as well as the 

Chilean school communities.   
                Check out: Kaitlin´s Blog!

 VS3: Making a Positive Impact!
Check out the following local and national Chile news 

articles and video clips featuring our new VS3 volunteers in 
their respective placement towns:

Shannon Steele, volunteer in Paillaco. 
Kaitlin Hankins, volunteer in Antofagasta. 
Abby Gary, volunteer in Angol (to watch the section of  the 
video which highlights Abby and her work in Angol, please 
forward to 15:40 in the video).
 

English Winter Camp Lip Dub Winners
During the Englsih camp experience, students participate in one of 

our most popular camp traditions, the “lip dub” competition, by 
creating a lip dub music video to the selected song for that camp 
session.  Check out a few of  our winning lip dubs from our last 

month´s competition!
Winter Camp Cauquenes 2014 

Winter Camp Puerto Montt 2014
Winter Camp La Serena and Coquimbo 2014 

Link
to

article

Kaitlin`s 
Blog

Shannon`s 

article
Kaitlin`s
article

Abby´s
article

Cauquenes Puerto 
Montt

La
Serena

Coquimbo

http://www.twitter.com/EODchile
http://ingles.mineduc.cl/index2.php?id_contenido=29123&id_portal=49&id_seccion=3272
http://www.cornfieldstocrosscountry.blogspot.com
http://www.diariofutrono.cl/noticia/actualidad/2014/08/angloparlante-se-une-al-equipo-docente-del-liceo-rodulfo-amando-philippi
http://www.hem.cl/noticias.php?id=330
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NpPEZ9P1WTQ&list=UUQeSx6nihJDuUS5zikhJywg#t=947
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CticIA2X9lo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pue7iv0sgIY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQQv-sRYS0U
https://www.linkedin.com/nhome/?trk=
https://www.facebook.com/EnglishOpensDoorsProgramChile?ref=hl

